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EXT. COLLEGE LAWN - DAY

A female student takes off her backpack and sits beneath a 
willow tree next to a large water fountain. She removes a 
lunchbox from her bag and opens it. 

She opens a soda that FIZZES and spills onto a psychedelic 
forest landscape in her lunchbox. Brightly colored neon worms 
wearing cupcake hats come out of the sand and swarm around 
the soda. They join hands and dance around the spilled soda 
until green flames rise from it. 

Worm spirits wearing dark sunglasses and black suits appear 
from the flames. They gift a bounty of mushrooms to the 
worms. The worms shove the mushrooms into a third eye that 
opens on their foreheads. A moment later the worms take turns 
exploding, splattering worm parts on the women’s sushi roll 
as she reaches for it with chopsticks. 

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. COLLEGE DORM - DAY

LISA WILCOX, a news reporter, addresses the camera. Behind 
her we see caution tape around the charred remains of a dorm 
room. Her name appears on the screen along with the title 
‘Reporter and Podcaster’.

LISA WILCOX
...and it was here where the bodies 
of twenty year olds, McKenzie Bowen 
and Skyler Hampton...

Their pictures pop up on the screen with their names. Both 
have the title, ‘Student and Podcaster’ under their name.

LISA WILCOX (CONT’D)
...were blown from their dormitory 
room as a result of an explosion 
caused by pushing their happiness 
meter past the recommended 
settings. I’m told by utility 
workers from High Rate Happiness 
that these type of incidents are to 
be expected. Swans and psychics are 
on the scene in search of the 
missing bodies. Fellow students 
here at the university are 
devastated as they mourn another 
senseless tragedy of their 
classmates.



The camera turns to a hoard of unruly students desperately 
scooping up globs of happiness off the walls. Utility workers 
in High Rate Happiness uniforms beat them and take back their 
happiness.

We see EDIE WEBB, a female student, run up to the dorm room 
with a basket of laundry. A man holds her back as she tries 
to push past the caution tape. 

EDIE WEBB
No. What the hell happened to my 
room?!

Lisa runs over to Edie for an interview.

LISA WILCOX
Miss, your room?

EDIE WEBB
Yeah. My damn room. My damn books. 
My damn hermit crab.

LISA WILCOX
Your roommates. 

EDIE WEBB
That’s them. Where they at now?

LISA WILCOX
You’re a student here? Can we get 
your first and last name?

EDIE WEBB
Seriously? Edie Webb. Now can I go 
in my room? What’s left of it.

Edie’s name pops up on the screen with the title, ‘Student 
and Podcaster’. 

LISA WILCOX
At your own risk. It appears, for 
safety reasons, the utility company 
has disconnected the happiness to 
your dorm room. 

Thunderstorms form behind Edie’s eyes. 

LISA WILCOX (CONT’D)
Edie Webb, did you ever imagine 
your roommates would explode all 
over campus and leave you without 
happiness? 

(voice fading)
(MORE)
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Do you know where their missing 
parts might be? Have they ever 
mentioned where they would go if 
they exploded? Do you think they’re 
still happy?

A swan flies in front of Edie flapping its wings in her face. 
A man in a turban walks by with his eyes closed and fingers 
pressed to his temples.

EDIE WEBB
(to herself)

I can’t believe this. My 
roommates...

(beat)
left me without happiness? 

CUT TO:

INT. DORM ROOM - LATER

Edie sits in the laundry basket of clothes amongst the 
charred remains of her dorm room. She’s on the phone and 
angry.

EDIE WEBB
What do you mean you can’t turn it 
back on ‘til the bill’s paid? I 
don’t have money. I’m a college 
student.  

(pause)
Of course I sound unhappy!

Click. She hangs up.

Edie’s friend, MAGGIE, walks in smoking a tobacco pipe. 

MAGGIE
Hello there, ma lady.

Edie hangs up the phone.

EDIE WEBB
I ain’t got no happiness, Mags. 

MAGGIE
Ya poor thing. You’re the real 
victim in all this.

She gestures at all the destruction.

EDIE WEBB
Thank you for seeing that. 

LISA WILCOX (CONT’D)
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MAGGIE
We should call that reporter back 
stat. Breaking News: Everyone stop 
searching for those pesky missing 
bodies. Edie-meister can’t afford 
happiness.

EDIE WEBB
Breaking News: My best friend’s 
still a stupid assface gremlin.

MAGGIE
And proud of it.

EDIE WEBB
The problem is McKenzie and Skyler 
just ran up this ridiculous 
happiness bill and died. Without 
even bothering to consider how it 
would affect me. Talk about 
disrespect.

Maggie gazes out the window. She sees the Old Man from 
episode, ‘Stand Up’ puffing a cigar as he snatches an arm out 
of the road. He hops in his van and drives off. 

The van pulls away and REVEALS a big water fountain. A swan 
swoops down and fishes a collarbone out of the water. 
Students begin to fight over it. Tentacles shoot out of the 
swan’s eyes, grabbing and melting the students.

MAGGIE
Oh no! A majestic swan just pulled 
McKenzie’s collarbone out of a 
water fountain. 

Maggie pulls out a Bingo card and scans over it.

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
Thank god I don’t have that one. 
I’m not trying to fight a swan to 
win this game.

EDIE WEBB
Are you playing Bingo with my 
roommates’ body parts?

MAGGIE
Why I most certainly am. And I dare 
say it might even take your mind 
off this happiness business. I 
believe I can procure you a card if 
you desire to play.
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EDIE WEBB
That’s the dumbest thing your mouth 
has ever dribbled. 

(beat)
Am I...what’s wrong with me?  It’s 
like--am I miserable? My soul feels 
like a wretched mess of sadness and 
humiliation.

Maggie looks over and sees Edie’s soul. It’s covered in tar 
and feathers. 

EDIE WEBB (CONT’D)
Honestly, what am I supposed to do? 
This whole college garbage is 
supposed to be the happiest years 
of our life. Oh “The happy life is 
the good life.” If I hear that one 
more time. 

MAGGIE
I mean the happy life is the--

EDIE WEBB
The only reason I even need those 
idiots to turn it back on is so I 
don’t end up like Roxy. 

We see a poster on the wall of a girl with her head stuck in 
a vent with the warning: Don’t end up like Roxy. Keep your 
happiness on.

EDIE WEBB (CONT’D)
I have zero desires to go mad and 
die because I got my head stuck in 
a vent trying to lick an ounce of 
happiness off a mouse’s foot. I am 
not up or down with that shit.

Maggie walks away from the window and steps on something. She 
picks it up to see what it is. A tooth.

MAGGIE
Check this out! Whose this fine 
fossil belong to?

She tosses the tooth to Edie.

EDIE WEBB
So morbid. It’s Skyler’s disgusting 
mouth part. You can tell because 
she was always bragging how she had 
the only dentist who still did 
mercury fillings.
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Maggie scans her card. 

MAGGIE
Yes! Skyler’s molar. Ya know, if 
there’s really mercury in there we 
could obtain happiness for you 
after all. That is if you’re 
willing to dabble in a little 
Daphne Collins and orange magick. 

INT. CAFE - MOMENTS LATER

Maggie and Edie order from a woman behind the counter.  

MAGGIE
We’ll take two Daphne Collins.

The woman sets two cups on the counter and stomps three times 
on the cellar door beneath her. She looks at her watch, and 
then lights a couple matches and drops them in the cups. The 
woman pulls open the cellar door to let out a swarm of moths. 
They circle the cups before diving inside. 

The woman quickly puts a lid on the cups and hands them to 
Maggie and Edie. Vapors escape from the top and dance around 
the air. 

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
We better start heading back now 
before the transformation process 
begins.

EXT. STREET - CONTINUOUS

Edie tries to drink it, but can’t.

EDIE WEBB
Look at that. It’s true. You can’t 
eat or drink when you’re depressed. 

MAGGIE
You’re not depressed. You’re just 
lazy.

She lifts the cup to Edie’s mouth.

EDIE WEBB
There’s nothing even in here. Just 
some steam in an empty cup. 
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MAGGIE
That steam is a spirit named Daphne 
Collins. 

EDIE WEBB
Great. Now we’re pretending to  
drink stupid ghosts.

MAGGIE
Yup the stupid ghost of Buddhist 
nun, Sylvia Plath, who was dubbed 
the happiest person alive by really 
smart scientists.

EDIE WEBB
What’s the point of a ghost name 
being different than a human name?

MAGGIE
I don’t really get Buddhism, Edie. 
But that’s not the point. The point 
is--

EDIE WEBB
She’s gonna pay this bill for me? 
Is that what this is about?

MAGGIE
Forget that bill. What we’ve 
started, Edie-ternity, is the 
beginning of an ancient ritual to 
manifest pure happiness. 

EDIE WEBB
Mags, you’re talking about like 
alchemy and bending the laws of 
nature. 

(beat)
What a complete waste of time.

MAGGIE
The freedom to summons your own joy 
from the depths of your own being 
and not from some utility company 
is nothing short of revolutionary 
and a giant step in the evolution 
of human consciousness. 

Maggie reaches down and picks up something off the ground. 
She pulls out the Bingo card. 

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
I’ll tell you what’s a waste of 
time. 

(MORE)
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Picking up someone’s belly button 
that’s not on your Bingo card.  

Maggie tosses the belly button in some guy’s froyo walking 
by.

INT. DORM ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

We see Edie and Maggie throwing up orange vapors into 
buckets. 

EDIE WEBB
Zen tastes like ass.

MAGGIE
This is actually orange ceremonial 
magick. If this was Zen--

She sees Edie’s eyes glaze over. 

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
Doesn’t matter. Next we must chant 
out loud. 

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
Out loud. Out loud. Out loud.

EDIE WEBB
Out loud. Out loud. Out loud. 

The words take shape and appear as 3-D blocks in the air. 
Maggie pulls the words down and burns them to ash while Edie 
melts the mercury into the buckets of orange vapors. Maggie 
then pours the ashes in the buckets. 

They stare at the buckets, shrugging their shoulders until 
two sparks appear. 

MAGGIE
That, Edie-Wan Kenobi, is what pure 
happiness looks like.

She puts the spark in her mouth and swallows it. 

The spark in Edie’s bucket jumps out and runs under the door 
into the hall. 

EDIE WEBB
Get back here you flickering little 
esoteric shit!  

Edie runs after it.

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
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EXT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

We see the spark running down the hall. College STUDENTS 
chase after it. 

EDIE WEBB
Someone catch it! It’s getting 
away. 

STUDENT 1
Yo, it’s a little life!

STUDENT 2
Look everyone, it’s a life!

STUDENT 3
Let’s burn it!

EDIE WEBB
Take it easy, you animals. 

The spark runs past students dragging their passed out 
friends back to their rooms, but gets hit by a stray beer 
pong ball. 

The spark flies through the air. We see a disgusting man 
covered in boils standing on a ladder changing a light. The 
crack of his butt hangs out his pants. The spark comes in for 
landing. PLOP. It touches down right in his crack. The man 
scratches his butt. He sniffs his fingers and starts hacking.

INT. BASEMENT PARTY - NIGHT

Edie and Maggie come dancing down the steps into a basement 
frat party. They have their own suns shining on them. Edie is 
swishing a liquid in her mouth. They nod to everyone they 
pass. 

MAGGIE
Damn we’re practically glowing 
aren’t we? Look at you Edie-pie, 
your soul is way too fuego for this 
place.

We see Edie’s soul is no longer covered in tar and feathers. 
It now has glorious lighting and sparkles like a Glamour 
Shot.

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
Remember. Don’t tell anyone what we 
did. People can be super uptight 
about pure happiness. 
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A MAN with a mullet and a mustache with a snake around his 
neck winks at Edie. He calls her over with his finger. 

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
Oooh shit. I wonder what’s going to 
happen next?

Edie spits the liquid in her mouth into a bottle of bleach 
she’s carrying. 

EDIE WEBB
It doesn’t even matter. I’m just 
excited to watch how beautifully my 
life unfolds. Ahhh! It should be 
illegal to be this happy. Is it? Is 
it illegal? Hah. Who cares?

Edie smiles and runs over to the weird man with excitement, 
leaving a rainbow trail behind her. 

EDIE WEBB (CONT’D)
I’m so stupidly happy to see you! 
Feel my joy with your tongue!

She makes out with the man and they disappear behind a closed 
door.  

In the background we see a crowd of students gather together. 
They surround an alien doing keg stands. It’s Desmond from 
the episode titled, ‘Ooze’. They chant...

STUDENTS
Dezzy! Dezzy! Dezzy!

Maggie is talking to a drunk WOMAN stumbling around. 

WOMAN
Maggie! I love your style! You seem 
so much happier than normal. Are 
you hiding something?

MAGGIE
Thanks, good lady! I actually just 
switched companies. I’m using 
Happiness Chimps now. Their prices 
are bananas! 

WOMAN
I’m still using Happiness Blows. 
You can see how well it works. 

The woman breaks down and cries. 
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INT. BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Edie sits on the bed. The man angrily wraps the snake around 
his neck and rushes to the door. He looks back at Edie in 
disgust.

MAN
You never told me you had pure 
happiness inside you!

He walks out and slams the door behind him. 

INT. BASEMENT PARTY - CONTINUOUS

We overhear everyone at the party whispering to each other 
about Edie having pure happiness inside her. Maggie plays 
stupid. 

MAGGIE
Come on. Like any of this is even 
news worthy. 

Reporter Lisa Wilcox enters the party. She stands next to the 
snake man.

LISA WILCOX
I’m here with...

She looks at the man.

MAN
Snake.

Snake’s name appears on the screen with the title 
‘Whistleblower and Podcaster’.

LISA WILCOX
Of course. I’m here with Snake who 
claims that someone here has 
manifested happiness through the 
use of ceremonial orange magick. No 
one has been accused of such acts 
of debauchery since Sylvia Plath. 
If true--

Edie walks out of the bedroom. Everyone stops and looks.

LISA WILCOX (CONT’D)
There she is now. Miss! I have an 
important question. Are you a 
hedonist? Do you sacrifice kittens? 
Is this an orgy?
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Maggie bends down and picks something up. She scans over her 
Bingo card and looks back at her hand holding a nipple with a 
tooth in it. She holds it up to the light. 

MAGGIE
Could it possibly be? Is it? It is. 
McKenzie’s third nipple with her 
devoured twin’s tooth in it. Bingo! 
I got Bingo, everyone!

A collective sigh of disgust echoes from the crowd. We watch 
as students throw their Bingo cards down in disappointment. 
Someone turns the happiness meter up, and the mood lifts 
immediately as they breathe globs of happiness floating 
through the air.

INT. DORM ROOM - LATER

Edie tugs on the happiness meter in her room until, finally, 
she rips it from the wall. She skips over to the window and 
hurls it as far away from her as she can. A swan intercepts 
it mid-air and melts it with its tentacles. 

EDIE WEBB
Life is so beautiful. 

Two MYSTERIOUS MEN wearing dark sunglasses barge in the room. 
They wear uniforms identical to High Rate Happiness company, 
but without any official markings. 

MYSTERIOUS MAN 1
You have violated the terms and 
conditions of life.

MYSTERIOUS MAN 2
You signed this before you were 
born.

They present her a contract that reads: I agree to a lifetime 
of fake happiness. Signed, Edie Webb. 

EDIE WEBB
This could be anyone.

They flip the contract over. There’s a drawing of her face. 
It reads: This is my face. 

The mysterious men use their abnormally long fingers to rip 
her torso in half. They pluck the spark out of her chest and 
walk over to a corner to pee on it. We hear RUSHING WATER and 
see the light of the spark fade. We watch them pee on it for 
an unnecessary amount of time. 
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They stroll back over to Edie. They fill her torso with 
sawdust and worms and leave. 

Edie stomps across the room and yells through her closed 
door...

EDIE WEBB (CONT’D)
The joke’s on you! I love sawdust 
and worms!

As she finishes her sentence something slides underneath her 
door. She picks it up. An invoice. We see an itemized receipt 
for: pulling you apart, removing happiness, urinating forever 
on happiness, sawdust and worms, and a convenience fee.

We ZOOM OUT and see the poster on the wall behind Edie of a 
girl with her head stuck in a vent with the warning: Don’t 
end up like Roxy. Keep your happiness on.

FADE TO BLACK.
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